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cleteraine the
potential impact on county operation.. we believe this propoaed rul..-lting would
have a ...jor iapact on County public .afety radio c~nication.. In particular,
the COunty i. concerned about the propoaal to replace Part 90 with Part 88 to
revi.e the Private Land Mobile Radio Service. and modify the policies governing
them.

The .ignificant effects of the PCC Refarming Propo.al - PR Docket No. 92-235, are
a. follows:

1. The propo.al to reduce public .afety channel bandwidth by 80 percent i.
based upon a t~-table that, in our view, i. unreali.tically .-bitiou.
for the date. giTen for local gover...nt to haTe a new .y.t_ operational.
The I'CC propo.al contain. a••u.ption. that are in conflict with the
reality of current technology. The ..jority of the radio. currently in
u.. and beinq produced cannot be conTerted to the narrowband requir_nt••
The FCC tran.ition .chedule for compliance would require the County to
.tart replacinq its communications equip88nt a. early a. January 1, 1996.
This a.sumes Pee-approved equipment would be available by this date.

2. The new channel. created would be located within public .afety channel.
and would be uNd by private "non-public .afety" radio u.er.. Thi. would
re.ult in the degradation of public .afety channels and could end&D98r the
live. of the general public, police, fire, and public work. personnel.

3. Radio frequency interference coordination would require multiple
coordinator. for each channel application. Thi. would re.ult in increaaed
co.t and proce••ing time for local governeent .ince each channel reque.t
would have to be reviewed by more than one Prequency COOrdination
organization. ,;.,'!l
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4. Radio tran..i ••ion power would have to be reduced, utilizing .ffecti••
radiated power based on h.ight above t.rrain. This would require
significantly more transmitter sit•• becauN of the loss of radio cov.rag.
and .y.t_ .ffectiv.ne... The County would have to attempt to con.truct
additional c~nicationsite. to maintain pr...nt cov.rage. The proposed
requir....nt. could r ••ult in 50 percent los. of co.erage for lIAIly of the
sit•• located in the rural .a.t.rn ar.a of the county. With existing land
use control. by the county, State, and fed.ral government., it would be
.xtremely difficult to obtain .nough new sites to replace the 10.. of
coverage.

5. Ho pro.ision. ha.. been made for declaring public .afety cOllllllUnication
faciliti•• a. an ••••ntial Servia. in ord.r to provide the nec••sary .ite.
for radio cov.rag.. Local 9Over~nts are well acquainted with the
problems of obtaining and constructing c~nicationsites within an urban
area. The po••ibility of in.talling nec•••ary COlIIDUnication. for the
protection of life and property within State or federal park. is nearly
impos.ible. To _t future requ_t. for cOIEunication requir_nt.
resulting frOID new PCC requirement., the public .afety c~unication

services must be able to develop new .ites.

6. No provision. have been made to re.olve the comBunication interfer.nce
problems which occur in the border area with Mexico. Th. local
governments who are located within the influence of the border area are
forced to deal with- interference and operational problem. not found
elsewhere.

Local government i. gro••ly underfunded and unable to provide all the .ervic••
which otherwi.. would be de.irable. The County of San Diego is no exception.
The County is att.-ptinq to provide public .afety COMmUnications that meet the
current and future needs of this growing region with limited resourc... Funding
sources do not exi.t to accommodate the changes the PeC proposed rulemaking would
produce.
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